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THE

LADY FREEf\'\ASON.

HOv.,(SHE CAI"\E TO BE INITIATED .
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- TO -

BRO. ARCHIBALD LANG.

P.ll!. uf LODGE ULASGOII", Ko. ·141.

['.Z. of CJI,<'''I'IW (;I.A~I;OIl" C.\'I'IIEIJlLlI.,

No. (;,.

'fhii) liltle hook i,; most. Jratenwlly

illscri\Jl'd ill :1l111liraliollof hi,; <juali[i('';
<1e 't Freuuasoll.

D. M. GOUDlELOCK,

Editor,

Scutlt~/t JIllso1lic IhstoJ'tcal Directory.

GL.\;;(;OW, A}Jril, ].')08.

Alllicl:.JIlS SOilS ol'e Hl'olllCJ"~ ill dislrC~!i,

A );lvl!lCl' to !"l'lIc,,·c how cxquhdte tho bliss.

-]Jl'R:-.I~.
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'I'll J'; ) 11I1\1I1IH.\ 1:1.),; MUS. .\J.IJIVllH'I'1I

(NtC tile 11011.1:b:i SI. Ll.'g'CI',A.D. 1710).
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The Lady Freemason.
HOW SHE CAME TO HE INITIATeD.

----.-e -_

rilE initiation of tho lioll .. Mis8 .Elizabeth ::it. Lege!', ufll. ..r
wards tho wifo or Richard Altlwol'th, Eloiq., hlhi 1011.1:

becn H.rccu;.{nitwtl fact ill tllO IliMtory or }i'rucll'llstJllI'Y ill I rl'lHlld.
'J'huWU,I'I'IU1L ut Lodgo J)oncl'U,i1c. No. ·H of 1l't'lu.lhj (Ill/W

dOflllQ.llL), where Him WIlS illiliu.tct.1, WU.l:JiHHucd ill 17=.15. 1L Wll~
WIUlL Ulay ho cllllcd I,m arilStoCltl'Lic. or ut lCllHL u. lli;.,dlly
respectablo Lodgo, iucludillg" all Lho clilt.: ur thuL very JltJJllllulIS

allll dullghLful country uroul1,L Doncrnilu. ')'IIB LUt)gc Jlll'(:lillga
WCfl~ gcncru11y llCid iu tlll) tOWll, but HOIllctilllCH UJUh~I' tllo

b~~~,i~~IC~r~,~~~~.~~~~~~ll~~:~'l~~~~~~~~~H~~\~C~~'~~~~~~'llilC lIulllSe,
1\1is~ tit Legcl" was lhe YtJUllgl:Mt cllild III Id ollly L1u,lIg'lllC'r ut

the ltioht l1ullOIlI'l.Lblo Al'thul' tit. Lege,., el'Ctllcl! lkat Viscount
DOII(.'l'l1ile, hy l..luecll Annc, 2~1'l1 Junc, UO:!, ami Eliza1Jl'I 11,
dllUglllcl' /lull II~irntH:Iof JO)UI Haycs, J':I)Ij" ol'\VflU:!ll-'lsclL.
lJiH f.w,tl!:1llil' dieLl ill Jllly, 17:t7, lInd \Vtlt:l' Sll('t'cc~kd hy his
c)llt:st ISOIl, UIO hrother ot Uw subject Hr 0111'1I\J(jce.

bliss::it. I.eger lUlll l'CCH I'cluling at lilt: Iihl'lll'Y wind""" lIlld
tllC light of tho, aftcrlloun ll11villl; r:lill'd Hilt, fell USll't'p. She
)mcw Ihat the l.ullgo JlleclillgH Wt'l'l~:-itHllCliuH's 1It'Id Ill, the
lIUtllit', uut l:I!le bad no idea, 011 t}llLt eVl'nillg, ",IH'II :-illt' "lIt,'I'cd
tllu lihrary, Il1lLta lHcotillg wat; I~honll.o lJUIwlt! ill t hc lit ,I !"JUIII,
It happened ull this 'Plll'ticultu' uceasiull I.IIllL l.11uhOllse wus Ulldt'I'
guing cel'lu.ill intenml u.lt.eI'll,Liuns, Tile l,iJtlgc WI,~S1It'Id in 11
lal'ge j"Ol,JIlI on the ground 11001', scpamlcti frUl1l nl1oLlli.!I', Tho
altCI'Htiull!:l Iltl'Ving requircd 'the n)1l1uvlll uf SOllluof t,lllJpanel
lillg' 1'1'0111 the lu.l'gel' J'U0111, u. porliull of 1hi:-t hll(l hl'l'll 111I':t'll

down and Lhe hl'icks luosely I'clJlu.ectl, ",iL1IUllt. IllurtUI', ill thc
pOI:dtioll they were ull.illllltcly to oeellJlY, Aguillt:lt tlll'SI) luol;o
bl'iel';!i the oak ptLllellinj; had I.lCCII telllp'H'llrily reil I'cd , Tho
8011lltl of \'uiCCli ill lhc Jlcxt roum l'e~lured her Lu CUll:-t()jOllSllt~S!:l,

nul-! trOll! hel' position behind the luo:)cly II!lU't'J hrh'l.:s of tho
dividillg' \Villi she ctlsily rClLliscu that HtHlltJllling utluliulll was
laking pluce in tllc ncxt room, The Jight sllining tlil'(lugl1 the
uuUlIcl-.1 spaces of the lemporary wall allio altl'a(:tcu ;ICI'U.llCll
tiOll, Prompted by a Hot unnu.tul'lLl curiusity, Mit:ls :-:>t J.q;er
detcl'Jllinetl1.o gratify hCI' curiot:;ity, rClIllJycd ono 01' 1ll0l'C of
tll,) louse bricks, and thus was ca.sily elM,hied to wtltch tbe
proceedillgs of Iho Lodge for that niglit. 1"01"SOIlIO t illlC her
intercHt in whut was tronspiring WllS f:Iufllclcntly powerful toI
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bolt1 her spellbound, the (luieLlle~~ of her mind remained 11

umti:;tul'hrtl for u. considerahle pedod, tl.Lltlit Wits Ilut until she
rcaliRcd tilf' s"ttml1liLy of tlLe responsibilities undel"talwll by
tile Cltllllith~l~ t.llILLtihe ulltlcl'stood the tcrriIJle COllSCqUt~OCCSof
her a.ction. I3ccollling itwfl.re ft"olJl what she Ilt,tud llllll the

Bl'ethrcn were about to scpnra,lc. she for the IIn~t till1C l'elt Itrelllblingly alive to tho o.wlnvlLrdncss and danger or lICr
sit ual ion, anti t110 wish to llide her accl'ct by making gOOtl her
esca.pe without Ol)scrvation look possession of her thoughts.
Ul'r 1'1Issllge into the hall wo.s easy, but it happened that the
dO,-ll'S 01' LIlO two rooms were c]oso together. Uutshlc ill the
hllll tile Tyler was on g'ullnl, and frolll this pnillt her I'Ctl'Ct\t
W;IS cut ofT. bliss St, Legcl" reulitling that the Tyll'r, LorLl
DUIICI'i\ilu's butler, well knowing the condition of the t~lIl·
lhU'ltl'Y wrdl, w('lIltl at ollce, fronl hcr frightL'llt'd I.LJlP('ltI"ILlICe,
g'l':I!'lJl lhu 8itlllLtioH, bl'CILlllC JWI'VOuS ltlHI Il~itlt.h'd, llnd,
ht'illg' in nUl tlnrk, fliln stUIII1Jll.:ll ILgllillst IIIHI (/\"t'rlill'cw !'l\lllIC
thillg', Hllil! to he It.c:llail" 01"BUIlICOI'lIILllll'll1111piel'c of fUl'lIilUI'O,
Tile cl"lLshW;l:-tluud," nd tho '1'ylo1",wllo WItSill the lobuy, 11111'St
opell the (l,wl', ILlHI with u. light in oneIH~ltllILrh.ll\ tlmWnSWl)l'd
ill tllJ olltl'l' ILl'lh'IlI'I.'({ to tlte now tl'ITillcll 1\1111flLinlillg huty.
Tho old alltl trusted (;tlllily Bon'llllt, divh1cLll~twccll his aITeclion
fol' lliii young 1I1il'ill'ctis IUH1tile duties he ow~Ll to the Lodge,
hesitated wllCllIol' tin Shllllhl ndt fol' aid f1'01l1tile lJullii,,;ia:"lldor
o.ltLl"1lll,tlu 1.odgo, 1"1';l.l'illg'lIOWC\'CI'to leith' tho duoI' 01' the
I .•odgll ulIJ:{llarl1cd ho decided 10 HlIllllllon llis IllH~tCI', This
COlll'SOL.It'ought.lli8~ St. Ll'~l:I"$ fallwl' IlIlll hl"otllOl"S into the
1J~II.·

Thoy Wl'rt, SOOrtjuhlt't1 hy the JIII'1I11l.'I"Suf lhl~ Ll)c!ge J)l"CSl~llt.
il.lltl, IJIlt fur tho pr'olll»t ll11itutltJ ur' 11l'l' hrotllt'1" I1lld
ot1lt'I' prlllllim'llt UIl'lllht'l"s, llcl'life wuultlllil"c (;,lIt'l1 Il.litH'l'ill('o
tu Wlllll WI1!ithen c(lllsidl'l't't1 her l'rilllt'. ')'ht' Ilrst t'ure of hi~
LordNl iJl wali to rcsuS('itllt~ tile lItlful"l 111111tt' lady willhHlt
ohtl'llli;lg Ihe 1lOUSC,and l'lhl1'IL\"01lI' 10 kuru frl/1l1 lwI' UIl ex:.
plrllllUiulI of w!lat lUl.d OC('UI'I'Ctl. The YUlIllg lady ha\'in~
hl'Cll clllTit'll hllCk illto tile lihrary, ILllt! n'slul"L'l1 11)l'tJI1~I'hltl~.

IIlCSH, they 1elll'llC(l ",hILt lllLtl UCCIlI'l'I'd, 011 iJclIring Ihi:; 1l1111IYof Ille 1IIclnL('rl-l hl't'anlo flll'hlul-l, :-:ihl'WIISp1:l('L'dHutIer lo.pw.l'd
uf tllo ')'.y!l'1'Hlltlll.lliltllor lJ1'lltll('l', ill the NIUIII' nlOlIl ill which

Bllt~ ',,"'llSf""lltl. 'I'ho bl't.'lhl'L'1l J"c-:l.sSClllukdund ddilk'l";Lll'(} I
us It) what. unlit'l' tho cil·l~lII11SIIUI('CS.\\lL.Ntu ho dunc, 1I11dfor
t \\"0 I,,"~ huun:l t;hc could Ilelll" 11lt~;lllgry tliscus~iull, ;uul h•.'1'
dl'lllh 1,roplI:>etlulul sccvlltll'd. At kllgth L111~~tllltl SCIISl'nt' the
IIHljorily SllC"i:ctlclI in (';dllling' ill some 11Il'll.N111"0the HlIgl'Y Hllll
initltlt,t1 fl'I'IiIl;;S 01 111('rl'sl Ill' till' 11h.'I11IJt'I':-i, alld aftt'r IIltll'h 1ltHI
lll'cn NlLidHlltlllllHI)' tllingH 11I'I'PUSL'tl,it was I'es\dvcd lu g'i\"l~lIer
the upliulI uf sultlllil.ling In lilt' MlIsonic OJ'delll IIp Il) the point
in I,he1'l'rlI1Ullitll of wili('it she ImtlllCt'lJ tL willll'NS {l"'C,), and if,

61lCl"efllNt'd the hl'cthl'ClI w('re ng:till 10 cOllsult, Being ilskcd I
tu d('citlt~, the f:lir culprit, Clldowl'd wiLh It lligh Sl'llse of
1101I0UI',IIlld exlul.llstetl :t1H1tOl'rifled by the heuLctl f~c1ill~s"r the
debate. which she could IIOt avoid hUll'iUg, null yet. IlvLwith- I
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Slllndillg HII, willi tL~CCI'{'tp)C'/UHlrC.gllldly Hlld 11llllt':-.ilalillgly
fLf:C('I)!t'dthe vileI', ~hc wa:s Iwcol'dillg'ly ildli:lkti, Hilt! I••.·nullc
a l,'n't'IlIUbllll. The circunn .•ltl.llccs. liS I'l:('unh'tl. luul.: pl:II'I' at
a. tilllC ",11(:11J\liss St. l.cgcr wetS u.ytltlllg girl :11111UIIIII:lITi"t1.
(lwl WILts )Jruhably nboul the yeul' 17.1l1. I1 IIIU)' lie 111l:lllillllt'd
that lhe illlllU•.tcs or Lho huuse, IIJlllrt fl'tllll thuse "dl'ITI'1! IU,
wore in perfect ignol'llHcc of t!le trallSllel.iulI. 'I'hll 111l111111rahll,)I
]flh:aht~lh St. Legcl' Wllli aften\'fi,nb ltl;ll'l'il't1 tu Hkllll nl 1\ Itl·
wOI'III, gsq., of Ncwlllilrkct, County ('ud.:, \\'1111\\llS tili' sulI of
Sir 1lic'll:Inl A111wol'lh. Pruvost MarcscllU.1 uf ~ll1l1:,h·l'.

Thus \';llli:sllCS the Htury or the clod.: ('HM'. wilh all ils
l'OIJHllllie details; Cork fLwl Newlll:tl"kct lU\~ 1lt-I'rin't1 of Iile
hOIIUlIt· of IIPI' introdlltl iOIl into 1t'n'I'lIll1SIJIII")'.lIlId Ihullgh lilt}
laHcl' tuWIl, indeed, lIlllY lllllluSt c!:lim lit·)' us ils own, a~ il WIt~
lhe ~H'I'lle (It llHlIlY of ht'l' l\Iusouie lll·l,.; allll l'l'IIl'\'IIII'llt·c.
Sltl' alsu 1I111·IIIII·dall the 1\1:tsullic :n,sl'lllillit':i 11lit! In'ul'I·:-.:-.illll~,
LLml~CIlL'l';LlJyIllhleu lllstre tu tllu Cl'ltl'L, wltidl IlIltt NO n'llIc
talllly llt10plctl llel' at:> il!i lIrHt amI ollly Ilaughlt·I·. l't:H'I't1 aM

l:lllc WllH, by lwI' J111l.l'l'io.ucwith Mr. Aldwurlll, ut t.hL'hl'ild uf tL
VCI'Yllll'g"e furtullc, \.1,"pOOl' in gelleral, ILllll Ille MUl'>llllit' i"JUI'
in plIrlicuhu', hut! goud r(':lSOll to I'ccorJ ltl'l' IItllller,HIS alllI
hOlllltifll1 adH of Idlltlllc~i;. NOI' Wt'l'C t111:lill lllUrI,.·t1 hy
OKli'IlI11lioll I'tL!"fro III it. Jt has bccn 1'1'IlULrI,ctivI' hl'l' tltat het'
(:11:-;1,.,.1wus tu ~h·k out 1,:lslIflll lllhit'ry llwl l't'lil'illg' !,,,n·rly.
!llltl wilh a wl'll d:n'I'll'd lilll'rality tu tio,dlll' lllllUY n. hll'l't1ing'
hl'HI'I, ;'-;h,·wan 1111'111':-;1alld I~ill".'st 1)1'WOIll'·11. Slw did 'li,t,
Hq;I,' I ,dl,'gl:lllt':I' lilt: 'Jtht'I' duli,':-; or tlll~ {'I'aft ,Hull \\il~, H~ ra.I'
ll~ KIlt' wl'1l1, tL Illlll'>Ll'xl'lllplary II'n"'lllH~,HI, Hlld r •.•·qllt,llIl) ,,11
till' H"l':t~j,lll of u. l\laKlllIie I'nwl·K:-.it'll, it W1I:-l111'1'Clll'illHlI 10
1'1'1:1'1'11•. 1111'1.llllgt· ill all IIPI'll 1''''''1'111. .\ l"iin~~I,'gIIlIW" Ilt
lwI' 1IIII'Inlil \\ ill KIlI'W a WIlIlIllll of Hlr"tlg 11Ii lid , inll,':dltilily
4.11'1IlII'I'tll-l", and l'I'dilut!1' Ill" Hfl', llllt! iI iH l'I."'llrt!"ti Ihal,
lillt' 1"'K~I':';-;I'd, IlHI:-;L fully. nil I.l1tlXl: 11'11111'1'Ht'n~II.j~"Ij,-s ,11'
llt:al'l whit'l, it, hllS pl"/I:-,,'d the gl'l'uL Al'ddll'I'111l illll"Il111 ill
Wullllln SIit' WHSsld,'II)' l'l:!igilllls, llli \\'t 11lt~ 11I1ll':lllllllllld
Herlll'llllllll'l ill Ill,!, "t\hlsullit: dtlLiC:i, ,till! ill lilt I,lle n'lnlioHls of
lif,', ",111:111,;1'lIli wife, Illutller. rt'ltllivtl, fl'i..:ntl, Hili' 1"100111
}ll'c-(·lIlitll'IlI,. Olle cil'<:UllIstl.lllCe, lJef\JJ'c CUlll:luditlg', is
wOl'thy 01' IHllit.:e,unci SlllHlld ::Iel've as n. IC:-lsoll tu Ihll:::ic
wllU iJlHlSL lhu SIIIJL'I'iurily of llHLIlly diSt:I'Cli'lIltLiltl IIIHiel·.
f.llllndiJl~. "i\II':;. Ahlworth }ll.ld Such It. Vt'nenllitlll fur "'!'t'e
BlaStlll!')' Ihllt, she wUlIllIIIC\'Cr l:iuffcl' it to lJCHP'lkC'1Iof li~illly
in 1It·I' ite:ll'illg", IIUI' wvuhl :illc t.tJlldl (Ill llle Huhjt'(:L hill wilh
the g'l'l':Ili'st ('lLlllit,n, CVt'lI w}l(~1l in COlllJ',IIlY wHit 111'1'IlIu:-;t
inlilllalc fdl·llll:.;, WIIUIlI bile I'flew W('rc lit L Fn'I'llllll'ttlll::l, allll •

wht'll ~IIt' did it was umier evident cudJ:LlTaSl'dll('lll. lInd \\ illi t\ I
tl'clIJlJliI'g I.tl'prehClIsiull It,:;t site Illiglll ill lL Iiasty llIt'IIICllt

COll11llila IIn.'lIclt of l\lasullic dul.y, '1'111'/ lOll, f\1!'!ot.~\Itlw~,,'111lived ul1til she wal'i tiHyc;U"Suf I.II;C, Sill" it'lI ill 1773, :lIld wus

buried ill I Ill' \)tt\'ics VaulL in Iho Uld ::il, 1,'iflllhalT C:lllil,tll':ll,\
Uurk. III llle l)a.rish Uhun.:h uf DUllel'llilc u. tablet is C1'l·l.'IN)
to hcr memory.
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